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94                       JAMES MCCOSH

out of the carriage, and used the vehicle as a pulpit I
was in earnest and the people were in earnest I believe
the man who asked me to go out was converted that
night, and all the people were deeply impressed by the
scene. I announced that I would be with them the fol-
lowing Sabbath evening. I found them assembled in the
heart of the village, on an artificial mound, which, in ages
past, had been the mote or judgment seat of the baron
who had the power of "pot and gallows;" that is, of cast-
ing the supposed criminal into a pool and drowning him,
or of hanging him on a tree. I stood at the foot of the
mound and preached to the people above me.

When I was about to commence the service, a fine-
looking young man came up to me, his voice almost
choking him, saying that he was forester to the Laird of
j                                      Balnamoon (the proprietor of the land), who had bid

*$ 1 j                                      him tell me that if I did any ill I would have to answer
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m                                        for it   I told him that he had done his duty to his

earthly master in a modest and becoming manner, and
I invited Mm to stay and see if I did any ill, and to
listen to any message his heavenly Master might have
to give him. I never saw a man more relieved when I
spoke to him in this way, and he declared firmly and
joyfully, "I am a Free Church man, and will worship
with you .whatever my master may do." On the follow-
ing Sabbath a village carpenter, William Christie, threw
open his shop to us, and I preached from time to time in

\i\                                 it   He and his daughters, who were very accomplished

women, persevered. Meanwhile the carpenter was an-
noyed by the local factor of the Earl of Mfe, who was
the proprietor of the ground, and was told that he might
lose his shop next year. It ended in the daughters goingtances in the whole contest was that
